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Gaziantep Ili, Nizip ilgesi
stnirlarinda bulunan Rum-
kale, Yavuzeli [lcesine bagly,
Kasaba Koyunin guneyin-
de yer alir. Merziman Cayt
ile Firat Nehrinin kesistigi
bir noktada, sarp kayalik-
larla gevrili yuksek bir tepe
uzerinde bulunan Rumkale;
1 merkezine 62, Yavuzeli
llcesine ise 25 km. uzak-
likta olup, gayet saglam ve
mustahkem bir kaledir. Gu-
numuze kadar gecen tarihi
stireg igerisinde gesitli adlar
ile amilir olmustur. Asur-
lular doneminde Sitamrat,
Stryaniler Kal'a Rhomayta,
Ermeniler Hromklay, Mem-
lukluler déneminde Kalat
el-Muslimin adi ile anilan
kale daha sonralart Kale-i
Zerrin (Altin Kale), gunu-
muzde ise Rumkale adi ile
anumaktadir.

Rumkale, 120x230 m.
ebadinda yaklasik 3500 m¥
lik bir alant kaplamakta,
dogayla uyumlu bir mima-
riye sahip olup, buytk ve
kesme taslarla insa edilmis,

Rumkale is settled in the
south of Kasaba village of
Yavuzeli District near the
boundaries of Nizip District
in Gaziantep. Rumkale is a
strong and fortified castle
- 62 kilometres to the city
center and 25 kilometers
to Yavuzeli District, settled
on a high hill surrounded
by steep rocks at a meeting
point of Merziman Brook and
Euphrates River. It has been
called with various names
throughout the history up to
now. In the age of Assyrians it
was known as Shytamrat, as
Kal'a Romayta by Suryoyos,
as Hromklay by the Arme-
nians, as Kalat el-Muslimin
in the age of Memlucs, later
it was called as Kale-i Zerrin
(Golden Castle) and today it is
called as Hromgla (Rumkale).

Rumkale covers an area of
nearly 3500 m? with the size
of 120x230 meters wide with
a harmonious architecture
with the nature. It was built
with big, face stones and has



bir tanesi doguya yani Firat
Nehrine, digeri ise Merzi-
man Cayina agilan iki ka-
pist bulunmaktadir. Kuzey
ve doguda bulunan surlarda
dikdortgen bir plana sahip 7
burg ve kuzeyde ¢ok sayida
mazgal pencere yer alwr. Gii-
numuze kadar saglam ola-
rak gelebilmis olan burglar
surlarin kuzey kesiminde-
dir. Kalenin guney kesimi
ise 12. yuzyumn baslarinda,
30 m. yuksekliginde ve 20
m. genigliginde insan eli ile
oyularak hendek haline ge-
tirilmistir.

Rumkale'yi 1838 yilinda
ziyaret eden Maresal Hel-
mut Von Moltke, kayanin
nerede bittigi, insan eserinin
nerede basladigint kestirme-
nin gug oldugunu ve kale-
den bakinca Firat Nehrinin
gumus bir serit gibi ayaklar
altinda uzanip aktigint be-
lirtmektedir. Rumkale, Bire-
cik Barajinin su tutmastyla

two gates one of which facing
to Euphrates River on the
east coast the other opening
to Merziman Brook. There are
7 bastions having rectangu-
lar plans on the west and east
ramparts and on the north
there is a great number of
crenel windows. The bastions
reaching safe today are on
the north side of the ram-
parts. The south side of the
castle was constructed as a
ditch engraved by handworks
at the beginning of the 12th
century with a height of 30
meters and 20 meters width.

Field Marshal Helmut Von
Moltke, visited the castle in
1838, pointed out that it
was difficult to predict where
the rock finished and where
the human work started and
Euphrates River was flowing
under the feet of man like a
silver line. Rumkale was con-
structed into by a peninsula
covering its three sides with
water after Birecik Dam kept




birlikte ug
taraft  sular-
la  cevrilmis
olup, bir yart-
mada haline
gelmistir.

Kalede bu-
gin  gortle-
bilen mimari
yaptlar  ara-
sinda, Osmanlilar donemin-
de yapiumis mescit, Aziz
Nerses Kilisesi, Barsavma
Manastir, ¢ok sayida yapt
kalintisy, su sarniglan ve bir
helezonik su kuyusu vardur.
Helezonik kuyu igerisinden
basamaklarla Firat Neh-
rinin seviyesine kadar ini-
lebilmektedir. Kuyu yakla-
sik olarak 8 m. genisliginde
ve 75 m. derinliginde olup,
Firat Nehrinden su temin
etmek icin yapiumustir. Ku-
yunun silindirik i¢ ytiztinde
kayanin oyulmasiyla hele-
zonik bir merdiven meyda-
na getirilmistir.

Fuat Nehri boyunca ele
gecen cakmak tasindan ya-
pumus aletler ve diger ka-
Iintilar, insanlarin Rumkale
ve cevresinde Yontma Tas
(Paleolitik) doneminden beri
yerlestigini  kanitlamakta-
dir. Bu donemden sonra-
ki iskan yerlerini ise Firat
Vadisinde Tun¢ Cagmndan
baslayip Kalkolitik Déneme
kadar inen hoytklerle izle-
mekteyiz. Rumkale ve cev-
resiyle ilgili antik kaynak-
lardaki ilk bilgiye, Asur Kral
[1I. Salmanassar tarafindan
MO. 855'te zapt edilen “Si-
tamrat” yerlesimiyle ulas-
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water. Among
the architec-
tural ~ works
exhibited  to-
day; there isa
small mosque
(mescid) built
in  Ottoman
Age, Saint
Nerses Church,
Bavsharma
Monastery, various construc-
tion ruins, water cisterns and
a helical water. It is possible
to climb down to the level of
Euphrates River by the help
of stairs in the helical wa-
ter well. The well is approxi-
mately 8 meters wide and 75
meters deep and was built in
order to provide water from
the river. A helical stair was
built by engraving the rock in
the inner cylindrical surface
of the well

The tools made from the
flint stones and other ruins
obtained along the Euphrates
River has proved that peo-
ple had lived in and around
Rumkale since Paleolithic
Age. We can follow the other
settlements after that age
with tumulus started from
Bronze Age to the Calcolitic
Age in Euphrates Valley. We
can reach the first knowledge
in antique references about
Rumkale and its surrounding
with  ‘Shytamrat’ location
conquered by Assyrian king
3rd. Salmanassar in BC 855
in antique references. It is
told by the researchers that
place was Rumkale. The sur-
rounding of Rumkale was
settled at the ages of Meds,



Bargavma Manastirt
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maktayiz. Bu yerin Rumkale
oldugu arastumaciar tara-
findan ifade edilmektedir.
Rumkale cevresi bolgedeki
stratejik konumu sebebiy-
le Med, Pers, Hellenistik ve
Roma doénemlerinde de is-
kan gormustur.

Hz. Isamin havarilerin-
den Johannes (Yuhanna)in
Roma doneminde Rumka-
le'yi mesken yaparak kaya-
dan oyma bir odada Incil'in
nushalarini cogalttigt rivayet
edilir. 11. yuzylda Rumkale
“Hromgla™ adwyla 6nemli bir
konumdadur. 1113'te III. Gri-
goris, Rumkale'yi Joscelin'in
dul kansindan satin almus,
katolikosluk  (bagpiskopos-
luk) makaminu buraya yer-
lestirmistir. Sair Aziz Nerses,
mezheplerin  birlestirilmest
nedeniyle imparator elgi-
leri, Kaysum ve Yakubi Bas
Patrikleri ile Rumkalede
toplantilar yapmustir.  13.
yuzylda Rumkalede bircok
Yakubinin olmast sebebiy-
le Yakubi Patrigi II. Ignace,
Rumkalede bir kilise yaptir-
ISt
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Persians, Hellenistic period
and Romans because of its
strategically site.

It is narrated that one of
Chris” apostles, Johannes, by
settling in Rumkale in Ro-
man Age, and reproduced
the copies of the Bible in
a room engraved in rock.
Rumkale had an import-
ant situation with its name
in the 11th century. In
1113 3rd Grigoris bought
Rumkale from the widowed
wife of Joscelin and settled
there. Poet Saint Nerses
made meetings in Rumkale
with emperor's ambassa-
dor and head patriarchs of
kayshums and Yakubis in
order to get together the
sects. In the 13th century,
jacubi patriarch 2nd Ig-
nace constructed a church
in Rumkale because there
were alo of Jacubis. Later,
he chose the castle as patri-
archate post.

Memlucs besieged the
castle in 1279 but could not
take it in their first attempt.

Barsavma Manastir



Sonralan kaleyi patriklik
makamu olarak segmistir.

1279'da kaleyi kusatan
Memluklular bu asamada
kaleyi zaptedememislerdir.
Ancak Memluklu Sulta-
nt Melik el-Esref 1292'de
Rumkale'yi tekrar kusatmis
olup, Rumkalenin fethi ger-
ceklesmistir. Sultanin em-
riyle Suriye Naibi Sancar
Suca tarafindan tamir ettiri-
len Rumkale, Kal'at el Muis-
limin adit almustir. Daha
sonralarnt ise Kale-i Zerrin
(Altin Kale) olarak adlandi-
rimustir. Rumkale Memluk-
lular zamaninda yeniden ug
kalesi olarak kullarulmissa
da, eski parlak dénemini
bir daha yasayamamustir.
1516'da Osmanllarin eline
gecen Rumkale, Halep Eya-
letinin Birecik Sancagimna
bagl bir kaza haline getiril-
mistir.

17. yuzyiluda Rumkale'yi
ziyaret eden Evliya Cele-
bi, Rumkalenin bir tepe
ustinde saglam bir kale
oldugunu, disarida camisi,

However, Sultan of Memlucs

Melik  el-Eshref besieged
the castle in 1292 and con-
quest was achieved. With
the orders of the Sultan,
the castle was restored by
the Syria Governor Sancar
Suca and it was named as
‘Kal'at el-Muslimin’. Later it
was called as “Kale-i Zerrin”
(Golden Castle). Although
Rumkale was used as front
castle in Memlucs Age but it
could not live its old glori-
ous days. It was conquered
by Ottomans in 1516 and
was made a district related
to Birecik Sanjak of Alleppo
State.

Evliya  Celebi  visiting
Rumkale in the 17th centu-
ry and wrote that the castle
was a strong one on a hill
and there was a mosque,
an inn, a Turkish bath and
a small bazaar outside the
castle and he emphasized
on the abundance of fruit
and gardens. Today all of
these fruit gardens have
stayed under the water of
Birecik Dam Lake.




hani, hamamu ve kuctk bir
carsist bulundugunu, bahge
ve meyvelerinin bollugunu
vurgulamustir.  Gunumuzde
bu meyve bahgelerinin ta-
mamu Birecik Baraj golinun
sulart altinda kalmustr.

Aziz Nerses Kilisesi ve
Barsavma Manastirt

Kilise, kalenin gtineyinde
yer almakta olup, 12. ytizy1-
Iin sonlarma dogru 1173’te
Sair Aziz Nerses tarafindan
insa ettirilmistir.

18. Yuzyilda Rumkale'yi
ziyaret eden Richard Peaco-
ck bu yapidan “Gotik” tarzda
kucuk ama glzel bir kilise
olarak bahsetmistir. Kilise,
buytk olasiikla Anili Sa-
muel'in Tarihinde sozunu
ettigi hikumdarlik kilisesi
olmaldur.

Ancak guntumuzde Kkili-
senin dogu cephesinin ya-
maca yaslanan bslumu
disinda kalan yerleri y1-
kiktur.
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Saint Nerses Church
and Barshavma
Manastery

The church takes place on
the south of the castle and
it was constructed by Poet
Saint Nerses towards the end
of the 12th century at 1173.

Richard Peacock visiting
Rumkale in 18th century told
about the church as a small
but a beautiful one built
by poet Saint Nerses with
‘Gothic’ style. The church
most probably must have
been the kingdom church
mentioned in Ani Samuel’s
History.  However,  ex-
cept the east front of
the church leaning
against the hillside
all sides are ruined
today.

The Monastery is lo-
cated inside and on
the north of the
castle .




Manastir ise kale icinde
ve kalenin kuzeyinde yer
alir. M.S 13. yuizyilda Yakubi
Azizi Barsavma kendi adina,
birbirine bitisik iki yapt ha-
linde insa ettirmistir. Gunu-
muzde ise manastirin bazt
bolumleri ayakta kalmustir.

Binyulardu insanoglunun
yasam kaynagt olan Firat
Nehrinde; Atatirk Barajin-
dan Zeugma Antik Kentine
kadar olan 99 km'lik aksiny,
Firat Kultur Vadisine do-

™ nustirtlme cahgmalart de-

vam etmektedir.

T

In AD. 13th century Yaku-
bi Saint Barshavma made
two buildings next to each
other constructions with his
own name. Today some parts
of the monastery could have
remained.

The Euphrates River has
been a vital resource to peo-
ple for thousands of years.
Work is now being carried
out along the 99%m stretch
of the river from the Atatiirk
Dam to the ancient city of Ze-
ugma that will turn the area
into the ‘Euphrates Culture
Valley”.
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*Alanda bulunan yapilar 2014 yilinda restorasyonu yapimakta olup 2015 yilinda hizmete girecektir.
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